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On Dec. 10, members of the Movement for Democracy and Environment (Movimiento por la
Democracia y el Medio Ambiente, MPMA) called on the government to hold the private sector
responsible for all types of pollution. In a press conference, MPMA spokesperson Heberto Castillo
Martinez said Mexico needs to reduce pollution, especially in Mexico City, to join the ranks of
"developed" countries. Separately, Sergio Reyes Lujan, director of the National Environmental
Institute (Instituto Nacional de Ecologia, INE), said on Dec. 11 that the government will impose
heavy fines on any domestic or foreign company that pollutes the soil, air or water. In addition, he
noted these companies will be required to install anti-pollution safeguards. The INE is affiliated
with the Social Development Secretariat (Secretaria de Desarrollo Social, SEDESOL). Reyes
Lujan reported that Mexico has spent the equivalent of US$500 million this year to protect the
environment. According to Reyes Lujan, this was about 0.7% of the country's GDP. (Sources:
Spanish news service EFE, 12/10/92; Notimex, 12/11/92)
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